Member Spotlight: Karen Withers
My horse is Megan, a 15hh Connemara/
Irish Draught cross. | have owned her for 4
years and up to now have enjoyed hacking
out across the Malvern Hills, Fun Rides &
hunting with the Ledbury.

I joined MHRC last year as | wanted to get
involved with a local riding club, meet new
people & take part in events.

Megan is a very strong minded mare and
getting her to do an event of my choice (with
the exception of hunting which she loves)
has been a major challenge.

Back in the spring | enrolled on the XC clinic
over near Pauntley which was lea by Plum
Gregg. Those who were in my lessons will
probably remember a very stroppy mare
that squealed and bucked and did not want
to go forward at all!! | went to all 3 classes
despite the fights that Megan and | had
every time and this was the beginning of our
journey to achieving a better partnership!

In May | took part in the Mercian 2’3 Hunter
Trial at Pound Green and both horse and
rider had a great day with the Malvern Mares
coming 6th — this was my first team event.

In September Megan spent time at Plum
Gregg’s yard on her ‘working holiday’
programme and whilst Megan continues to
be a challenge the time she spent away at
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Plum’s she had made significant progress.
| have been having group lessons every
Friday to keep up the momentum.

Joining MHRC has been really good, | have
met some great people who have been

so supportive and who have given me the

enthusiasm to persevere with Megan. What'’s

brilliant is that you can notice a difference
now and | am looking forward to having a go
at some team and individual events which |
have never felt confident to do before.
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Competition Results
Mercian and Area Team Competition Roundup

Showjumping at Hickstead, 31 July

Cindie Bunce, Tina Price and Linda Kemp went off to
Hickstead to take part in the invitation showjumping. The
gang arrived on the Saturday and spent the day eating,
drinking and celeb spotting! Sunday was the big day,
and meant an early start for Linda Kemp and Skye Blue
who were first on at 8.10am! Linda did a superb clear in
the fastest time jumping 85cm, despite not feeling well
(any connection to the previous day?!) and well we were
in the lead! Next up was Tina Price and Silver Moomin
jumping 95cms, but they sadly had a couple of fences
down. Lastly it was Cindie Bunce and the old faithful
Golden King, sadly his mum was useless (her words!)
and had 3 down.

Nevertheless the team ended up in the top third and
were rightfully pleased to have been rubbing shoulders
with the Whitakers and Ben Maher and all the top riders!
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Mercian Showing, 15 August, Bissell Wood EC

The Club was well represented at the Mercian Showing
competition,held at Bissell Wood EC in August. Cindie
Bunce and Dreambreaker took 2nd in the Riding Club
Horse class, Suzanne Partridge and Tilesford Rosina
were 3rd in the Show Cob class, Lin Harber and Danny Court did brilliantly to come 1st in the Individual
Show Cob category, and Sara Whitfield and Lliedi Susan took part in the Working Hunter class but
unluckily weren't placed.

Mercian One Day Event, 22 August, Hilltop XC

The club sent a novice team to the Mercian ODE held at Hilltop XC on 22 August. In the 2’3 the team
of Lauran Jones and Woodbro Kat, Di Symonds and Doris and Sue Peckham with Murphy did really
well to finish 4th! In the 2’9 class Linda Kemp and Skye Blue were unlucky to finish just outside the
placings. Well done to all.

Mercian 2 Phase, 19 September
Hosted by our Club this was held at Tack Farm once again. It was a great day and all ran smoothly,
keep an eye on the website for full results.

Mercian Quiz, 5 October, Wychbold Village Hall

To round off our great season we sent a team to the highly competitive Mercian quiz! Camilla and
Nicky Esling, Lauran Jones and Caroline Bates didn'’t let the side down taking a very respectable 2nd
place!

Malvern Hills RC were placed 5th in the overall Mercian Cup this year - fantastic!

Clinics

The Club are hoping to run some flatwork clinics during November. Details are still to be finalised,
but if you may be interested please contact Lin Harber by e-mail lyn@lynharber.wanadoo.co.uk
Max. 4 people per class.

News

Cindie Bunce and Golden King who won the British Riding Clubs Senior Open Individual
Eventer Challenge earlier this year, are currently appearing in a NAF Superflex advert in the
horsey press. Look out for Cindie and the wonderful 18 year old Golden King in the full page
advert.

Steph Woolley and her horse Kings Cruise have qualified for the Search for a Star Working
Hunter competition at HOYS this year, by coming second in a Working Hunter class earlier in
the year. Search for a Star was designed to give amateur riders the opportunity to compete at
the prestigious Horse of the Year Show and to identify top class horses and ponies which may
otherwise not be given the opportunity to compete at this level.

After qualifying Steph was given advice on how to prepare Cruise for the big day, which has
consisted of lots of trips to the gallops for trot and canter work to build his muscle tone and
stamina. She was also invited to a workshop for those who had qualified for the Search for a Star
class, which was held at Moreton Morrell. She received lots of turnout tips, as well as a ridden
session with David Bartrum with some show ring tricks thrown in too!

STOP PRESS! As we went to print Steph and Cruise had come 2nd in their class - well done to
both of them. Full details to follow!

Wedding Belles - Congratulations to Nicola Jones
and Sara Whitfield who both recently celebrated their
marriages.

Forthcoming Events

Area 18 Novice Indoor Showjumping, Kings Equestrian
Centre, Bromyard

This is the first area qualifying competition for 2011,
indoor Novice Area Showjumping on Sunday 7
November. Teams of 4, 2 rounds of showjumps and the & ; !
second round will be a max of 85cm. No BJSA winnings permitted. Contact Cindie Bunce if you
are interested in competing 07810 178520.

AGM, 21 October at the Hunters Inn

Our Annual General Meeting is being held on Thursday 21 October from 7.30pm at the Hunters
Inn, Longdon. There will be a buffet available, a quiz with lots of goodies to win, and the
opportunity to catch up with fellow members after a busy season. You are welcome to bring a
guest, but please confirm your attendance asap to Lin Harber on 01684 592795 or email

lyn@lynharber.wanadoo.co.uk



